CITY OF GENTRY
   REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

         MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2018
The City Council of the City of Gentry, Arkansas, met in a regular session at the Council Chambers at 6:30 p.m. on December 3, 2018.  Mayor Kevin Johnston called the meeting to order. Councilman James Furgason gave the invocation. 
ALDERMEN ANSWERING ROLL CALL:


Janice Arnold              Jason Barrett               Michael Crawford
Dan Erskin
James Furgason          Warren Norman          Jimmy Thorburn         Todd Wagner  
 
Others in attendance: Mayor Kevin Johnston, City Attorney Jay Williams, City Clerk Jayne Kooistra, Janie Parks, Maxine Foster, School Supt. Terrie Metz, Fire Chief Vester Cripps, Police Chief Keith Smith, Rick Craft, Ron Homeyer, Randy Moll, Jim Kooistra, Cindy Philpott, Kristi Reams, Jason Williams, Jenni Trout, Joel Kurtz, and others
REVIEW OF MINUTES – November 5, 2018 – Regular Council Meeting 
Motion:    Wagner – to approve the minutes as presented 

Second:   Thorburn
Roll Call: 
    
Arnold – yes        
 Barrett – yes             Crawford – yes
        Erskin – yes
Furgason - yes         Norman – pass          Thorburn – yes         Wagner – yes

Motion approved.
COMMUNITY COMMENTS
1. Public Comment (Items Not on Presented Agenda)
There were none.

2. Main Street Gentry Chamber of Commerce
Janie Parks reported that Santa will be in the Chamber Building on Saturday, Dec. 8 from 3-5 pm. The Christmas Parade will begin at 6:30 pm. The annual Quilt Show will be Jan. 11-18, 2019 in the McKee Room. She also distributed United Way forms and asked all Councilmen to remember this “Season of Giving” by giving to the United Way in 2019. They contribute to many local agencies.
3.  Gentry Senior Activity Center

Maxine Foster distributed the monthly calendar and menu. She invited all adults to attend the “Hidden in Plain Sight” exhibit on Dec. 12 from 10-12 am in the McKee Room. The purpose of this program is to teach adults to be able to find places where drugs may be hidden in a room. The Center will also have a Christmas party and the monthly birthday party.  The Center also continues to have Exercise Class, Art Lessons, and Crafting Activities. She invited all to call and come eat lunch with them.
4. Gentry Public Schools
Supt.  Metz said that the High School would be having music concerts on the next 2 Sundays, Dec.9 and 16. There is also a basketball game on Dec. 14 with a silent auction and Toy Toss.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Dawn Hill East Bridge Update
The Mayor reported that it had been necessary to change the single span of the bridge to a triple span on the 30% drawings to prevent negative impact on neighboring properties. ARDOT had asked for more time to review these revised plans.  The location of the Bridge requires it to be designed for Overtopping, which requires a Variance. The Mayor hoped that this approval would be coming soon and that we can proceed to the 60% planning stage.

2. Parks Master Plan Update
The Mayor reported that passage of the additional sales tax will help the progress of the Master Plan. He had talked with Nathan Street from McClelland, and he will be meeting soon with the Committee. No new sales tax from the election will be collected till April 1, 2019 at the soonest. The new Budget reflects this date.
3. Water Storage Facility Update
The Mayor reported that the design of the Water Storage Facility is almost complete. They are waiting on 1 Geotech report. Four of the five boring attempts hit bedrock, but it is necessary to have the 5th to also be on bedrock. It has not yet been reached at a 40’ depth, so further investigation is being done. When this is accomplished, then the project can be let out for bids.
4. Sign Ordinance
There was no available time for the Economic Development Committee to meet this month, so this issue is postponed for another month.
5. Feral Cats Discussion Update

The Economic Development Committee was also not available to meet and discuss this issue.
6. 2019 Budget Resolution

The 2019 Budget was included in the Agenda packet. The Mayor reported that all recommended changes had been made and were part of the Budget being presented tonight.
Motion:  Furgason--to accept this Budget Resolution and all its supporting documents, as 
presented
Second:   Barrett   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes            Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes      Erskin - yes

Furgason – yes        Norman – yes        Thorburn – yes      Wagner - yes
Motion approved. 
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7. 2019 Salary Schedule Resolution
This Resolution was also included in the Agenda packet. Councilman Barrett said he felt that this Resolution went “hand in hand” with the 2019 Budget.
Motion:  Barrett--to pass this Salary Schedule Resolution as presented
Second:   Crawford   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes            Barrett – yes          Crawford – yes      Erskin - yes

Furgason – yes        Norman – yes        Thorburn – yes      Wagner - yes
Motion approved.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Sunset Ridge Phase 2A Final Plat Approval Ordinance w/Emergency
This Ordinance was included in the Agenda Packet. Ron Homeyer was present to answer any questions. There were small copies of the Phase 2A Plat Map attached to the Ordinance. Councilman Furgason had some questions for Mr. Homeyer. 1. He asked if the entire dark area shown as an insert on the Plat Map would be filled with housing. Mr. Homeyer said that was the intent. 2. Councilman Furgason also asked if there would be more than one entry to the housing subdivision. Mr. Homeyer said that later on there would be stub outs for future entry and exiting.            3. Councilman Furgason also asked if utilities were buried and what the income level of these houses would be. Mr. Homeyer said that utilities were buried except to the sewer lift station, and he didn’t know the price of these future houses. 
Motion:  Furgason—to suspend the Rules and Read by Heading Only 
Second:   Thorburn   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes         Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin – yes 
Furgason – yes      Norman – yes       Thorburn – yes       Wagner- yes
Motion approved. Attorney Williams Read by Heading Only.
Motion:  Crawford—to pass on Three Readings with a single vote
Second:   Furgason   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes          Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin - yes
Furgason – yes      Thorburn – yes     Thorburn – yes        Wagner- yes
Motion approved. 

Councilman Furgason asked why there was a need for an Emergency Clause. Attorney Williams said it was because these lots were selling quickly.

Motion:  Furgason—to pass on Emergency Clause


Second:  Crawford

Roll Call:



Arnold – yes          Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin - yes


Furgason – yes      Norman – yes       Thorburn – yes       Wagner - yes

Motion approved.
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2. Land and Improvements Purchase Ordinance w/Emergency
This Ordinance is also included in the Agenda packet. This house and land, currently owned by Richard and Cindy Godin is located adjacent to the Park Master Plan area. The City would use this as a future Maintenance Facility. The Mayor asked permission to enter into this purchase contract with the Godins with the price not to exceed $150,000 plus up to $10,000 in closing costs and expenses. This amount is covered in the Budget. He pointed out Section 3, which stated if the appraised value exceeded this amount, then the difference would be recognized as a donation. The appraisal came in today at $260,000.  Councilman Furgason asked if the extra traffic and trucks would disturb residents on this road. The Mayor said there should not be any difference in traffic.
Motion:  Crawford—to suspend the Rules and Read by Heading Only 
Second:   Thorburn   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes         Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin – yes 

Furgason – yes      Norman – yes       Thorburn – yes       Wagner- yes
Motion approved. Attorney Williams Read by Heading Only.
Motion:  Crawford—to pass on Three Readings with a single vote
Second:   Thorburn   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes          Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin - yes

Furgason – yes      Thorburn – yes     Thorburn – yes        Wagner- yes
Motion approved. 

Motion:  Thorburn—to pass on Emergency Clause


Second:  Erskin

Roll Call:



Arnold – yes          Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin - yes



Furgason – yes      Norman – yes       Thorburn – yes       Wagner - yes

Motion approved.
3. Water Dept. Vehicle Purchase Ordinance w/Emergency
This Ordinance was included in the Agenda packet. The Mayor explained that the Water Dept is in need of a 1-ton truck to haul equipment. They currently are using a ¾ ton truck for hauling, which poses a safety issue. This is the reason for the Emergency Clause. The Mayor said this item was included in the 2019 budget but one was found on the lot in Siloam Springs. It can be purchased at the fleet pricing of $42,599. He said that the City was also trying to purchase a generator, which was included in the 2018 budget. It would be possible to trade these 2 items in the 2 budgets by purchasing the vehicle this year and the generator in 2019.
Motion:  Furgason—to suspend the Rules and Read by Heading Only 
Second:   Thorburn   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes         Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin – yes 

Furgason – yes      Norman – yes       Thorburn – yes       Wagner- yes
Motion approved. Attorney Williams Read by Heading Only.
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Motion:  Thorburn—to pass on Three Readings with a single vote
Second:   Furgason   
Roll Call: 

Arnold – yes          Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin - yes

Furgason – yes      Thorburn – yes     Thorburn – yes        Wagner- yes
Motion approved. 


Motion:  Furgason—to pass on Emergency Clause


Second:  Erskin

Roll Call:



Arnold – yes          Barrett – yes         Crawford – yes       Erskin - yes



Furgason – yes      Norman – yes       Thorburn – yes       Wagner - yes

Motion approved.
4. Employee Retirements 
The Mayor read the list of people who would be retiring this year and thanked them all for their service and dedication to the City. Those mentioned were:
Rick Lane—School Resource Officer who retired on Nov. 16, 2018

Todd Wagner and Warren Norman--City Council for the past 8 years—2011-2018

James Furgason—City Council 1999-2006 and 2009 to the present

Darla Threet, Librarian—1998 -2018 (more than 20 years) There will be a Drop in Appreciation time for her on Dec. 21 from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.

Jay Williams—City Attorney 1993 to present—last 26 years

Keith Smith—Police Chief—retiring May 31, 2019

Jayne Kooistra—City Clerk 2014-2018
The Mayor recognized all the new incoming officers in the audience—Kristi Reams, Cindy Philpott, Jason Williams—City Council, Jenni Trout—City Clerk, and Joel Kurtz—City Attorney

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS

· Planning Commission, Thursday, Dec.20, 2018 at 7 pm
· Bagged Yard Waste Pick-Up, Dec. 12, 2018
· Limb Pick-Up to Begin Week of Dec. 10, 2018
There was no other new business at this time, and the Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn.

Motion:  Wagner -To adjourn this meeting

Second:  Thorburn

Roll Call: 


Arnold – yes           Barrett – yes           Crawford – yes      Erskin - yes
  
Furgason – yes       Norman – yes         Thorburn – yes       Wagner - yes
Motion approved.
________________________________

_________________________________

CITY CLERK-TREASURER: 



MAYOR:  KEVIN JOHNSTON

JAYNE KOOISTRA
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